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LAW & HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE - Argentina

CeCam
This month, activities in CeCam were very successful.  We started out with job training, then switched our main topic to sexual education.  In general, only a few girls have been in the facility at a time.

Volunteers created and distributed a job interest quiz, so the girls could have a better idea of which career and educational paths they could take.  We also asked who wanted to go to university, and they all but one wanted to.  For each type of job the girl was interested in, we came up with ways they could get there — what training or experience they would need.  We followed up that activity the next week, by teaching them how to create curriculums.  Unfortunately, since another group had done activities with them, only two were interested; at least we could go in depth with them.  They were surprised at how they needed to provide contact details and explain their skills in order to apply for a job.  

For the two weeks of winter break, volunteers planned out sexual education activities, knowing that the girls would not have much else to do.  They went over very well.  Everybody was very interested in the topic, and even though it was difficult to keep the laughter at a minimum at the end of every session, they learned some valuable information about consent, STI prevention and birth control.  It’s nonetheless difficult to break through the years of stigma against condoms, and convince them that their boyfriends will respect their wishes to use protection, if they respect them.
Most girls did not know about the dangers of oral sex, or importance of testing, either, so we were very successful getting those points across during the two workshops.  Next week, we will be teaching how to put on a condom, and when I leave, we will pass on the consent workshop to the next volunteer group.

Anti-Pedophilia Handbook
For Basta de Trata’s anti-pedophilia campaign, us volunteers created a handbook with the medical and legal definitions of pedophilia, as well the biological characteristics of some pedophiles, and the types and effectiveness of various treatments.  Nastasia Pousse and a few other volunteers wrote the handbook in English, and then I (Kate Kesner) translated the book.  Nastasia and I then, on Thursday, presented the handbook to the rest of the anti-pedophilia team of volunteers, providing a few case studies for them to practice with.  
What I found interesting about the handbook is the emphasis on various types of pedophiles.  Not all pedophiles are child molesters, and vice versa.  Some pedophiles understand the pain they cause when they act on their desires, and thus refrain, and attempt to seek help.  These types of pedophiles are generally harmless and potentially treatable.  The other type are those who do not understand the effects of 
their actions; they have little ability to empathize.  However, they can still be treated.  Therapy and support groups are the most effective, but in cases when those programs don’t work, temporary chemical castration reduces pedophilic urges.  Most therapy sessions involve encouraging attraction to adults, while discouraging attraction to children.
We also wrote advice to keep children safe from pedophiles.  Social media and the internet has made it much easier for adults to assume false identities to lull children into a sense of security.  We also talked about explaining boundaries, and how if someone has authority, that doesn’t make them right, necessarily.
The Argentinian penal code is specific about the punishments against pedophiles, but it’s harder to enforce it.  Hopefully our handbook provides some insights on how to combat pedophilia, and empower children against potential aggressors.  

This month in Quisquisacate
This month, few volunteers worked at Quisquisacate, with the decade of girls who lived there. They were from Russia, Mexico, United States and France. 

Coming at Quisquisate is not an usual thing, there you meet people with a very special history, which will mark you forever. One of the volunteers’s goals was to listen to girls, their voices, victories but also their pain. Over days, they created a touching relationship, chatting with them at a table, in parks… Speaking about their preoccupations, dreams, hopes… 

«  I want to go to university, to have a good job and a nice family »

Another of the volunteers preoccupation was to « change girls’ ideas », to please them. That’s why, one week they asked the girls if they would like to see a movie, and which one. They wanted to see « High School Musical III ». So, Quisquisacate room was transformed into a cinema for few hours.

Moreover, the main objective’s volunteer was to offer activities which boost the girls’ self-esteem, self-confidence. That’s why they organized different activities about being women, to tell them that developing it is a good thing. They, for instance, polished nails all together. But, the important topic dealing with womanhood this month was sexual education, and more particularly, periods. Three volunteers learnt Spanish vocabulary and teach them basics. For example, what to do when that happens, what they can use, and hygiene rules… It is essential to speak about that because during almost all their life, they will have to face this monthly event.

Your Security is Our Priority – Blas Pascal
After Anne and Laura left, I (Min Jeong Woo) undertook the alarm project of the Blas Pascal community. Blas Pascal is a poor neighbourhood in Cordoba; hence, many public services and cares are rarely available. Robbery, fights, and many other criminal
attacks frequently occur and those problems threaten many people’s security. The Project Abroad human rights office created the alarm system about three months ago to help people to live in a better and safe place. As time passed, neighbours began to lose their interests on the alarm system and none of them efficiently used the alarm. Therefore, the human rights office decided to begin another projects to bring neighbours’ interests and attentions back, so more people can benefit from the alarm system.

Anne and Laura wrote the guideline of the alarm project. Their guideline is well-written; although there are some points that need some changes and editing. For the first two weeks of my volunteering, I followed steps that Anne and Laura proposed-Find out about geographic and demographic information, modify the way the alarm functions, find better strategies, and makes handbooks and posters. With help of some neighbours such as Maria and Silvia, Daniela (another volunteer) and I successfully finished those steps. We modified the way of alarm system in order to simplify it, so many neighbours can use the alarm system without any confusions. We basically eliminated the button A and button B since those buttons only activate short sound or light. Moreover, we created another system within the button C, so people can distinguish the health emergency and criminal attack.

On July 16, Victoria, Martin, Daniela, many other two week special volunteers and I had a community reunion with people of Blas Pascal. One old man shared his story that his family got lots of possessions stolen and none of the neighbours helped him. After this reunion, Daniela and I discovered that the Blas Pascal neighbourhood must develop their neighbourhood identity before all the other processes. If each members of the neighbourhood don’t care about what is happening in their society, the alarm system can’t function properly. Hence, we decided to appoint two or three families as the people who must go out and help when the alarm activates. Those appointed families rotates for every two weeks. 

For the last one month, I did many works with helps of Daniela, Victoria, Martin, Santiago, and the neighbours of the Blas Pascal community. I am not sure if I did enough and good works, but I hope my works helped the Blas Pascal community to become a better and safer place to live. Furthermore, I hope another volunteer, who will succeed my works, perfectly follow the steps and finish this project.

Soaje Article – Allie Krugman

Upon entering Soaje’s large double doors, one is greeted with a mixture of the fast-paced “cuarteto” rhythm, American pop music, and the bouncing “cumbia.”  The girls love to dance: to me it seems like an expression of their youthful energy as well as a way of overcoming the stress of a difficult past.  Each of the girls has their own story and some are more willing to share than others.  I have seen the girls grow much more open and comfortable over my two months at the residential care facility, and for that I have had the opportunity to learn a little about the lives of these incredible girls.  

Soaje is a home to 13-17-year old girls whose parents have been declared by the court as incapable or unfit to care for them. The girls may live at Soaje for as little as a few days or as much as a few years. As many of the girls come from backgrounds of domestic violence or unstable families, they are at high risk of being the victims of further human rights abuses in the future.  For this reason, Projects Abroad volunteers are given the opportunity to help them to feel more comfortable around others and with themselves through a variety of educational activities.
My job at Soaje was to develop a series of sexual education workshops to give the girls the tools they need to avoid potentially dangerous sexual situations.  We divided the sessions into different areas of sexual education, including healthy relationships and consent, sexually-transmitted illnesses with a focus on HIV, and the practice of safe sex.  One such workshop featured “red,” “yellow,” and “green,” light sexual situations, in which the girls had to choose the appropriate action for a given situation.  In another, we taught the girls how to use condoms by practicing on bananas. This workshop was accompanied by a discussion of locations to get free birth control and other methods of contraception. I was surprised at how receptive the girls were to the workshops; for the most part, they all participated in the activities we planned and peppered us with questions about each topic. The workshops have opened an important discourse on sexuality, relationships, abuse, drug use, and self-esteem among the girls.  
Even after the workshops ended, they continued to ask me questions about safe sex and relationships. The sexual education workshops were usually coupled with a relaxing activity such as painting nails, doing makeup, watching music videos, baking, playing games, or dancing.  Although they have not led the lives of typical teenagers, they still enjoy the same activities.  It was usually during these sessions where we had the most candid conversations about the hardships they had faced in their lives.

Leaving Soaje was difficult—in my two months here I have seen the girls’ ups and downs, their new friendships in the making, and their growing confidence with us and with themselves.  I hope that our work inspired them as much as they inspired us.
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VERSIONS AND PERVERSIONS OF THE DIRTY WAR - Laura Hausman

Why must we neither forgive nor forget? Is pragmatism leading Argentines to forget in their forgiveness? To view the soul-wrenchingly systematic disappearance of 30,000 Argentines through the lens of human rights allows transcendence of political minutia and diplomatic pleasantries. The scope, systematism, and mindlessness of the mental, spiritual, and physical torture inflicted on Argentina during La Guerra Sucia is numbing. To fully grasp La Guerra Sucia, one must vicariously experience the tensions that the National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons (CONADEP) underwent in creating the revolutionary 1984 Nunca Mas Report. CONADEP was ravaged by the 
tension between an inherently human compulsion to deny that which is unthinkably agonizing to acknowledge, and “weighty but necessary” (1984 Nunca Mas) duty to prove and present evidence of La Guerra Sucia. 

A comparative analysis of infrastructures for systematic human rights abuses elucidates, and questions the relationship between, the respective infrastructures. The military dictatorship from 1976-1983 needs contextualization that is theoretical, rather than chronological. La Guerra Sucia is best understood when viewed along with Argentina’s relationship to the Holocaust. The same silence that enshrouds Argentina’s experience of the Holocaust is that which enshrouded Argentina’s experience of La Guerra Sucia. Ironically, whereas a voice has emerged after La Guerra Sucia in the form of a request for truth and justice, a voice has yet to rise in response to the Holocaust. Sixty-six years elapsed since the end of the Holocaust, 1945, before a single voice acknowledged that the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia both affected Argentina, and that perhaps these large-scale human rights abuses are related. It was not until 2011 that Manuela Fingueret, a renowned Argentine Jewish Holocaust survivor, edited Barbarie y Memoria (Barbarity and Remembrance), a revolutionary compilation of excerpts from literary contemporaries that had the collective effect of subtly suggesting a causal relationship between the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia. 

In Argentina, both the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia were systematically comprehensive periods of human rights abuses. In Argentina, both the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia stimulated prolonged administrative deception. In Argentina, both the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia have an anti-semitic and a fascist facet. In Argentina, both the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia generated a garbled, contradictory, and shamefully gullible international response. The questions that remain about the Argentine response to the Holocaust are the same as those questions that remain about the Argentine response to La Guerra Sucia. 

To perpetuate the comparative structure, counterpart stages of the Holocaust and La Guerra Sucia will be presented in sequence. An understanding of the history of Jews in Argentina is requisite to grasping the context of the Holocaust in Argentina. At the beginning of the 20th century, Jews suffering in Eastern Europe immigrated to Argentina, a movement that suited the Argentine agenda to attract immigrants to form autonomous agricultural communities. The Jewish presence in Argentina exacerbated anti-Semitism, especially because some Jewish immigrants drifted toward the cities and, through their career choices, threatened non-Jewish Argentine employment. During the beginning of the Great Depression, as Argentine president Ortiz exploited the economic crisis to develop populist bases, Jewish immigration to Argentina mounted. The impetus of the increased immigration morphed into Nazi persecution by 1933. Beginning in 1938, the Argentine government began to stringently limit immigration; the new regulations were prompted both by Argentine governmental sympathy with the Nazi ideology and by increasing anti-semitism. The regulations caused the number of immigrating Jews to plummet from 79, 000 pre-regulation to 24, 000 between 1933-43, though 20,000 Jews were able to enter Argentina illegally. Coincidentally, Argentina was also the home to several Nazi war criminals in hiding after World War II. 

The context of La Guerra Sucia seeps with political tumult. Perón, who cited Mussolini’s fascism as formative of his political ideology, returned to Argentina from an exile in Spain in 1973. On the very day of Peron’s return, a skirmish between two Peronist factions, the left-wing Montonero faction and the right-wing union leaders, led to the Ezeiza Massacre. The Montonteros operated clandestinely after Peron expelled the faction from the Peronist Party. In 1974, Peron’s wife authorized a military-police annihilation of a left-wing insurgence. Isabel Peron’s ousting of the left ushered in the euphemistically-named National Reorganization Process, or el Proceso; by 1976 General Jorge Videla, the leader of the army, had completed a military coup that ousted the president and ceded complete power over the Argentine government to the military. El Proceso corrupted judges and police alike in a mind-boggling perversion of justice, duty and employment. Congress was dismissed, the Supreme Court judges were removed, and suspected leftist guerrilla force members and civilians were seized. After losing approximately 2,000 members within two years, the Montoneros attempted a feeble counter-attack in 1979, and was subsequently terminated. The Junta that had weakened the leftist Montoneros retained political, social, and military power. 

Peron synthesizes the Holocaust and the Dirty War. The international audience failed to permeate Peron’s external membrane of charm to find a sickening capacity for deception. A question that the history of the Jews in Argentina raises is why Argentina, a country that declared war against the Axis powers at the end of World War II, accepted Nazi War Criminals after World War II. There are four primary responses to the question. The first reason that Argentina harbored Nazi War criminals is that important Argentines sympathized with the Nazi cause, including the president of Argentina at the time, Peron. After studying Mussolini’s fascism and Nazi Germany in 1939, Peron praised the countries their “social democracy” which, according to Peron, was a viable alternative to a “liberal democracy”, and supported the Nazi cause. The second reason for welcoming Nazi War criminals Germans and Argentines alike were eager expend funds on a pro-Nazi cause, especially as the least brainless of them realized that possessing an untold fortune worth of seized Jewish goods would appear 
incriminating.  Third, Peron helped hide war criminals because he believed that the loyalty of the Nazis was instrumental to his prediction of the future: Peron thought that there was going to be an imminent World War 3 by 1948, the outcome of which would be determined by third parties such as Argentina. Peron planned to use the anti-communist sentiments of Nazis in the upcoming war between the US and the USSR. Finally and fourth, the Allies’ morality was weakened by the opposing threats that they faced of either turning the war criminals over to communist countries or finding the war criminals and conducting and paying for their trials. The tension led several Ally officials to turn a blind eye to war criminals smuggled into Latin America. As post Holocaust immigration statistics show, there is no doubt that the Holocaust increased Jewish immigration to Argentina. Herein lies the sad irony that Jewish immigrants who survived the Holocaust and came to Argentina faced: they lived alongside increasingly visible Nazi fugitives who had been covertly escorted into the country, aided by sympathetic officials who made the region a refuge for Nazis. 


The deception that was pervasive through World War II lingered to contribute to the deception that enabled La Guerra Sucia. Peron’s pragmatism was euphemized hypocrisy. Though Peron was known to be a Nazi sympathizer, he deceived the world by creating a disingenuous Jewish outreach political program. In 1947, he endeavored to integrate Jews and other excluded groups into a socially and politically inclusive national vision by creating the “Jewish wing” of the Peronist party. He named it the Organizacion Israelita Argentina (OIA). Peron’s ploy fooled the right people. While in Argentina in 1947, US Amassador Messersmith remarked that “there is not as much…discrimination against Jews here as there is right in New York…”.  Some call Peron’s ploy a visionary combination of ideals of popular democracy and social mobilization with a corporatist view of the state. But Peron’s “pragmatism” proves more sinister when you grasp this mindboggling reality: Peron pretended to espouse Jewish political inclusion while personally hiding and employing a man responsible for administering the death of 6 million Jews, Adolf Eichmann. 

Whereas deception continues to stifle witness of the Holocaust in Argentina, there has been a recent surge in the discovery of information about La Guerra Sucia. Fascinatingly and ironically (The World Cup is in 2014, and Argentina is a favored contendor for victory), it was Argentina’s victory in the 1978 World Cup that allowed the Junta to obscure the festering evidence of abductions, disappearance and torture. Of the approximately 30,000 people who vanished during the dictatorship, the fate of 20,000 of the people has yet to be discerned. Once abducted by gangs with a ‘green light’ granted by the police, victims were transferred to a Secret Detention Centers, of which there were two types: Prisoner Assessment Center, and Transit Center. Perhaps the most infamous of the Centers was La Perla, a Prisoner Assessment Center located near Cordoba’s provincial capital, which operated from 1976-1978. At least 3,000 victims passed through La Perla. The more conventionally acknowledged means of torture at La Perla were rape, electrocution, drowning, physical assault, and an electrode-induced synthesis of rape and electrocution. However, the more prolonged, intangible, inestimable torture was the military’s systematic attempt to dehumanize the victims. Whether it was pummeling a group of Jews until they militantly chanted “Heil, Hitler” (CONADEP 1984), or deprived victims of sight, food, and sanitation, the ulterior motive of the military was to render the victims worthless objects. 

La Perla was hurriedly converted into a military academy in 1978, in a frenzied attempt to conceal evidence that La Perla was the site of irrevocable atrocities. An exasperating epitome of repeated deception and untruthfulness is Videla’s assertion, “I categorically deny that there exist in Argentina any concentration camps or prisoners being held in military establishments…”. (Jorge Rafael Videla, 22 December 1977, Gente magazine.)”. The military’s ignominy encountered one fatal and unexpected obstacle: the victims triumphed in their Sisyphean battle to remain human. Testimonies from victims detained at La Perla led to the realization that La Perla was a detention camp: victims identified the sound of the gravel moving as military boots plodded down the 
road toward the red brick entrance, or recalled a stolen glance at a row of toilets before the blindfold was tightened around a victim’s head. 

The path to legal acknowledgement was circumlocutory and excruciating. It was the military’s dispute with Britain over the Falkland Islands in 1983 that administratively, but not socially, dismantled the military. During President Alfonsin’s regime, drastically inconsistent reports on the number of desaparecidos (disappeared victims) prompted the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo to criticize the presidentially-created National Commission on the Disppearance of Persons. In response to the military’s threat of a coup in response to trials against top military officers involved in La Guerra Sucia, Alfonsin was compelled to pass la Ley de Punto Final in 1986, which provided amnesty to Dirty War crimes. Seventeen years later, and nine years after Argentina’s constitution was re-created, Congress repealed the Pardon Laws, after which the Argentine Supreme Court ruled the law unconstitutional. The trial of the perpetrators of human rights atrocities from 1976-1983 is in front of a federal court and is thus conducted according to the Federal Procedural Code pertaining to crimes against humanity. 

A court session in the ongoing trial against the military officers at La Perla conveys that what Argentina has embraced as the manifestation of justice and truth. The wooden room, the imperfect acoustics, the snowy headed army of defendants behind a bulletproof glass casing, the snowy white tissue that dangles from the hand of the witness as she strains to contain her sobs—all exude a curious stagnation. The presumption of innocence allows military officials, the defendants, to exit the court room while hearing a woman recall the soldiers’ very feet moving across the gravel at La Perla to violate and flay her. A white-headed man with a hunched back hobbled out of the court room, his blue canvass bag bounced gently and repeatedly against his kneecap. From my seat, I could see his profile. Upon seeing the profile of this murderer through the glass, I beheld precisely what Hannah Arendt beheld in on April 15, 1961 at Adolf Eichmann’s trial: she remarked that “the man in the glass booth…[was] nicht einmal unheimlich—not even sinister…the only specific characteristic one could detect in [Eichmann’s] past as well as in his behavior during the trial…was not stupidity but a…quite authentic inability to think…” (Correspondence between Hannah Arendt and Heinrich Blücher, April 15, 1961, Quoted from Elizabeth Young-Bruehl, Hannah Arendt - For Love of the World , p. 329 and Hannah Arendt, "Thinking and Moral Considerations: A Lecture," p. 417). Hannah Arendt’s theory of banality—the revolutionary notion that it is not sadism or malevolence, but rather an utter lack of thought or reflection, that leads a man to do evil—seems to work in tandem with the awe-inspiring poise and acceptance with which Argentines regard the trials. 
The Argentine Jewish response to the Holocaust has been affected by a similar tranquility and acceptance. Public ignorance and nonchalance in Argentina about the 
Holocaust trivializes the agony, the witness, and the deaths of several generations of Jews; an agony that is continually provoked because it has not been voiced or resolved. For example, according to an American Jewish Committee survey, only 12% of Argentines believe that “it is essential that Argentines know about the Nazi extermination of the Jews”. Why doesn’t anyone mention or voice the contradiction of an environment that served as a refuge for both Nazis and Jews? Anti-semitism persists: in 1994, a Jewish Community center was bombed, killing 85 people, and in 2012 there was a 33% increase in anti-semitic cyberterrorism, containing Nazi rhetoric (Global Jewish News Source). The conclusion that Argentinian Jews are remarkable for their stoicism is sound but not satisfying. Argentina will need to demand more than reconciliation to answer the question that needs to be explored but remains nearly taboo: could the Holocaust have contributed to the Dirty War? 


Freire

The Centro Socioeducativo Paulo Freire is a correctional day school for teenage boys who are nonviolent offenders. They are sentenced to attend this center as an alternative to imprisonment; they are able to continue living in their homes and simply go to Freire every day. The boys learn about their human rights, learn job skills, and also learn about the consequences of their actions.
The volunteers thought it could be a good way to catch the boys’ attention and their interest if they prepare something related to football. They found some video showing the police’s repression in some neighbourhoods to avoid the world to see the misery in Brazil. They showed them this kind of violence and asked them questions about it like:

· What do you think about this violence? 
· Why the police act like this? 
· In your opinion a football word cup can justify this kind of violence? 
· In your opinion what is more important: to organise a word cup or to fight against the poverty? 
The boys showed a real interest for the subject and gave us good answers. For example they agreed that no government should treat its population like this just to give to the world a great picture of his country. 

After that we showed them many gratifies against the world cup which showed for example a kid who was looking a bid stadium from his fabelas, or a football player who was playing with a bag of money instead of a ball. After that we ask them: 

· What is the signification of those pictures? 

· What is the goal of them? 

· What do you think about it? 

· Do you think is it the best way to denounce something? 

They were also really impressed and interested by these pictures. By their answers we could see that they understood perfectly the signification and the meaning of these. However they were aware that these pictures could not change the world even if they could catch the attention of the tourists about what is happening in Brazil. 
In despite of the interested showed by the boys about the violation of the human rights during the world cup we had to admit that it was a little bit complicated to catch their attention in the radio room. 

To avoid this room we should find a tactic to bring them in other room more quiet, without anything to divert them. As they always ask volunteers to translate some sentences in French, we (Nastasia and Antoine) thought it could be a good idea to start our intervention with a french class in the other room. The next morning we prepared our first lesson: the presentation. The second lesson was about the verb of the first group. The third lesson was about the verbs BE and HAVE. The fourth lesson was about the vocabulary of the human rigths in french. I made a list of some human’s rights with their translation. I asked them to say out loud, in spanish, what could be the meaning of these rights (like the freedom of speech, the freedom of religions…). In the list we also put some words like genocide, slavery… We had a long discussion about the genocide and it gave us the idea to pursue on this topic. So, on our fifth and sixth lesson we spoke about genocide and paedophilia! 

Introducing rights trough French lesson worked perfectly!!

Not to forget that at the same time we had some other projects going on at Freire. The radio is good in all ways, the musical programming, and their involvement and as way of expression and distraction. 

The interview program (interviewing disable people about their rights) is interesting; everyone got involved and participated, the staff is profoundly helpful and motivated. Even though the kids show interest they could not fully participate, maybe including them in the process as interviewed or interviewer would be a good idea, they probably have a lot to share. 

A lot to keep working at!
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