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SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT UPDATES

Juvenile Remand Project – This month our team continued to interact with the young adults of 
the Boy’s Remand Centre and Girl’s Correctional Centre three times a week. Art therapy was 
the main area of focus to which the groups were very responsive, particularly the girls who had 
thus far been the more difficult of the two to connect with. 

Mid-August two volunteers joined the team from Italy and took a keen interest in the facility. 
Since their arrival they have expanded the three day program to include daily activities and 
academic tutoring. ICT lessons have also begun for staff and all of the centres.

Comments/Next Steps: Recently we were granted permission to begin monitoring and inter-
viewing the boys at the remand centre.  We hope these interviews will guide us to prepare more 
effective and rehabilitative sessions while at the same time insuring the boys’ needs are being 
met. 

Intestacy and Domestic Violence Community Outreach – Over the month of August PAHO en-
tered three communities in a suburban area called Dodowa. Focal members of each commu-
nity were brought together to discuss the locally prominent issues of domestic violence and 
intestacy conflicts. Following these discussions our team provided training on the protective 
laws and methods of resolve available for such human rights concerns to the greater popula-
tion of each community.

Comments/ Next Steps: Impact assessments are scheduled for November. This is a great 
project for legal students, graduates or more mature volunteers as there is a lot of answering 
questions and advising. There is a lot of community interaction which is also really enjoyed by 
our volunteers.
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Slum Project – PAHO’s ‘Slum Project’ slowed down during the month of August as the Muslim 
community was fasting for Ramadan (a belated ‘Eid Mubarak’ to all). Despite this slight break 
in schedule two teacher training programs came off in Old Fadama’s slum. The training con-
centrated on children’s rights and protection.

Mid-August PAHO handed over its ‘Radio Interview Project’ to the Journalism Co-ordinator of 
Projects Abroad for it to be continued. Three interviews were held with inhabitants of the slum 
over the month.

PAHO has recently launched a resource appeal in the city of Accra and on Facebook asking for 
donations of school supplies for the children in Old Fadama. 

Comments/ Next Steps: We are expecting women’s training to recommence in the coming 
weeks. This is a project which volunteers really enjoy and get very excited about. New volun-
teers are still interested in ‘Slum Tours’ whether they are on the project or not. 

Read and Feed – At the beginning of the month PAHO launched a new project in an area called 
Abokobi. The ‘Read and Feed Project’ focused on improving the academic skills of 40 children 
who faced several challenges in learning. Ranging from 4 to 13 years of age, these children 
met with PAHO volunteers every Tuesday and Thursday over the month of August to participate 
in interactive and creative English and mathematical lessons. After each lesson the children 
were served lunch, snacks and minerals as an incentive to continue with the program.

Comments/ Next Steps: As school is about to recommence, we finished ‘phase one’ of the proj-
ect on the 30th of August. Volunteers were really excited about seeing instant development in 
the kids. We hope to re-launch Read and Feed during the next vacation.

Youth Training (Once-off program) – As a once-off project, PAHO volunteers met with a church 
youth group on the 13th of August. Focusing on fundamental human rights and domestic vio-
lence, the congregation was engaged in a discussion aimed at marrying biblical teachings with 
human rights principles. With the Church serving as the gate-keeper to most Ghanaian com-
munities PAHO was excited to lead such a program. 

Leadership Training (Once-off program) – Mid-August, PAHO met with Accra High School stu-
dents and hosted a two-day leadership training seminar. International leadership history, case 
studies, practices and human rights were discussed during this interactive program.  

Peace, Tolerance and Human Rights Training (Once-off program) – In view of December’s Gov-
ernmental elections, PAHO volunteers held a three-day workshop for a group of assembly 
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leaders (local governmental representatives) on human rights and tolerance strategies. The 
objective of the project was to promote a peaceful, conflict-free transition for the Government 
at the end of the year. Corruption was a concern for most assembly leaders and led to a lot of 
discussion.  

LEGAL SERvICES UPDATES

PRO PSYCHOLOGIST – Patrice Van Zimmeren, our PRO Psychologist, has just extended her 
stay by another three months. Since joining the Campaign against Child Trafficking in March, 
Patrice has actively been developing and supporting the children of Village of Life shelter for 
victims of trafficking. Patrice has begun counseling in the local secondary school of Kete Krachi 
and, following a successful training program with the National Teacher’s Association, has been 
asked to travel to various regions in the country and host seminars on child development. 

PRO-LAWYER – Sinead Barry is working towards her PhD qualification. During her time with us 
Sinead has been carrying out independent study on the death penalty in Ghana. PAHO has ar-
ranged meetings and interviews for Sinead aimed at gathering relevant information on the topic 
from prominent investors such as Amnesty International, the Constitutional Review Committee 
and the Legal Resource Centre.

Legal Aid – Over August two PAHO volunteers were placed at the Governmental Legal Aid 
Scheme. Here they worked under a team of pro-bono barristers to support the running of the 
office; dealing with client intake and registration, the drafting of legal documents and research-
ing Ghanaian case law.

Comments/ Feedback: LAS is a good placement for volunteers who want legal experience and 
who wish to be immersed completely in a Ghanaian organisation.

RESEARCH

Politics and Governance – Since June, approximately 950 questionnaires have been completed 
by a range of Ghanaians across the city and suburbs of Accra. The questionnaire developed 
by PAHO volunteers last month aims to assess the political opinions of the Ghanaian people, 
particularly their perception of the role of women in the country’s governance. 

Comments/ Next Steps: It is our intention to survey two more communities. Following the anal-
ysis of the complete data collection, a press release will be held in partnership with WILDAF 
(Women In Law and Development in Africa).
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Violence against Women – In the final week of August PAHO volunteers visited Old Fadama’s 
slum to meet with the community and discuss violence against women. Despite the numerous 
protective laws and agencies, domestic violence is still widely inflicted on women across Ghana. 
With limited information resources or researches available we have decided to assess the situa-
tion ourselves. 

Comments/ Next Steps: Old Fadama will serve as a case study for this research project. 
 

OTHER

As the courts were closed for the month of August no visits took place.

Close of PAHRO’s busy season….
The busy season has passed over very smoothly and our numbers have dropped once again 
to 11 volunteers. Feedback was positive and enthusiastic over the month of August and much 
work was carried out in a structured manner. The objectives and longevity of our individual proj-
ects were not affected as they were managed well by supervisors and volunteers who regularly 
handed over and reported on their work.

Happily, there have been no complaints over the past two months, a record we are all pleased 
with at PAHO. 
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