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Our Building Projects

Ghana
Volunteers on this project are based in the Akuapem 
Hills area where they help to construct better-quality 
homes and classrooms for local children and their 
families.

You will learn how to make bricks from mud and 
water and then you can start building walls, 
plastering and painting, renovating classrooms and 
landscaping the surrounding area. 

You will have plenty of free time during which you may 
want to help out in a kindergarten class, or possibly 
play football with some of the school children. 

India
Volunteers on this project work alongside local 
carpenters and builders, constructing basic buildings 
using traditional methods and local materials. 

No previous building experience is required as all 
construction work is overseen by a qualified builder. 
As a volunteer you can get involved in activities such 
as digging foundations, mixing cement, building 
walls, constructing a roof, plastering or putting the 
finishing coat of paint on a completed house.

The main aim of the project is to improve conditions 
within the local community. You could find yourself 
adding an additional classroom to a small school or 
helping an orphanage build a new shower block.

Safety & Security: We take your security abroad very seriously. Before we send 
volunteers anywhere, the countries must be politically stable and safe. We are in contact with 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office regarding safety and stability and, of course, we have the 
added security of our own overseas staff who know the local area in detail.

Structure: Our Building projects are structured so that you get the most out of your time 
overseas. Each placement will have a project supervisor there to provide assistance and guidance 
throughout the trip.

Variety: We want to match your skills and enthusiasm to the right project. There are 6 
destinations to choose from, allowing volunteers with all interests to find a placement that is just 
right for them.

flexibility: Our projects have no set start dates, meaning you can choose when your 
placement begins. 

cV and Self-deVelopment: Voluntary work with Projects Abroad is excellent for 
your CV and university applications. It gives you greater life experience, develops personal skills 
and shows your initiative to try something new – traits which appeal to employers and universities.

priceS: Building projects start from £1,295.

Why choose Projects Abroad?

Introduction
Some of the most important work that needs to be done in developing communities is setting up 
basic infrastructure. in many countries, the buildings in which locals live and attend school are 
in a serious state of disrepair.

by volunteering on a building project you will help to construct better quality homes and 
classrooms for children and their families. the work you do will make a lasting difference to the 
lives of the local people.

you can volunteer on a building project at any age. no previous experience is required as you 
will be supervised by a building manager. you do need a good level of physical fitness and a 
willingness to work hard.

if you want to get your hands dirty and see physical results from your placement overseas, then 
a building project is a great choice.
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South Africa
The building placements that we offer in South Africa 
are based in the Lavender Hill township of Cape Town. 
In this township the buildings in which locals live and 
attend school are in a serious state of disrepair. 

Volunteers on this project help construct better-quality 
homes and classrooms for children and their families. 
The buildings are made using an eco-bag system. 
This technique results in better quality houses for less 
money and makes use of ecological materials such as 
recycled rubble and eco timber beams.

Any building or construction experience is welcome 
but not essential. You will be assigned a supervisor 
on arrival who will co-ordinate and oversee your 
placement.

Jamaica
Volunteers on this project help to repair the homes of 
those who have been affected by natural disasters in 
and around Mandeville. 

Jamaica lies on the hurricane belt and its infrastructure 
often falls victim to these tropical storms. 

Volunteers work alongside a development and relief 
agency to lessen the impact of hurricanes on the 
poor and vulnerable. You will help by conducting 
minor repairs to aluminium roofs; putting in louvre 
windows; mixing mortar; laying blocks; and carrying 
sand, cement, water and stones.  

Tanzania
Our Building project in Tanzania provides volunteers 
with a challenging and rewarding experience. The 
work you do will make a lasting difference to the lives 
of the local people.

Volunteers work in and around Arusha. You will work 
alongside a local builder, helping with the construction 
of classrooms and orphanages.

There are plenty of activities in which you can get 
involved such as mixing cement, digging foundations, 
plastering and painting. Volunteers work in the early 
mornings and late afternoons to avoid the heat.

Disaster Relief - 
The Philippines
The main focus of this project is on rebuilding some of 
the educational facilities damaged by typhoon Haiyan. 

Volunteers work at schools that are in need of 
immediate reconstruction and repair. You will be 
supervised by a trained carpenter/mason and can get 
involved in everything from setting foundations and 
plastering to filling sandbags and painting.

Volunteers can also get involved in some childcare 
and teaching work. 
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Archaeology Projects
If you like the idea of a practical project where you spend the majority of your time working outside, then you 
may also be interested in the Archaeology placements that we run. These projects are suitable for all, whether 
you are currently studying or simply have a general interest in history and archaeology. 

We have archaeology projects in Peru and Romania. Both placements offer very different experiences. 
Whether you decide to volunteer in Eastern Europe or in South America, you are sure to benefit from the 
support of the Projects Abroad staff and work closely with local archaeological experts.

2 easy ways 
to apply

Telephone
01903 708300

Internet
www.projects-abroad.co.uk 
(Under section “Apply Now”)

What is Included?

your placement: Building 
projects are available in 6 destinations. You will 
be given a supervisor at your place of work. 
Your supervisor and the local Projects Abroad 
staff will meet with you regularly to discuss 
how your placement is going and assist with 
any issues that may arise. 

your accommodation: 
In most destinations you will live with a local 
host family who has been carefully selected 
because they are friendly, welcoming and 
can provide you with safe and secure 
accommodation for the duration of your stay. 

all your mealS: We will ensure 
that you are provided with three meals a day, 
including either a packed lunch or lunch 
provided where you are working.

comprehenSiVe local 
Support: We directly employ sizeable 
staff teams in all of our destinations and 
they are responsible for ensuring that all 
aspects of your project run as smoothly as 
possible. From the moment they meet you at 
the airport they will be available to show you 
around the local area, introduce you to your 
host family and tutor, and be on-call 24/7 if 
you have any problems.

your own Start date 
and project length: You 
choose when and where you want to go and 
how many weeks you wish to work. Projects 
run from 2 weeks upwards. 

inSurance: Our package includes 
comprehensive travel and medical insurance 
for the duration of your time away with us.

Prices from £1,695 Prices from £1,445

Peru – Inca project 
In Peru you will work alongside archaeological 
experts in the Sacred Valley of the Incas. You may 
find yourself exploring new areas for excavations, 
clearing sites, preserving ancient Inca and pre-
Inca walls and terraces, and helping with local 
community projects. 

Romania – Classical & Medieval Archaeology
In Romania your role may include clearing sites, 
cleaning and reconstructing items such as pottery 
pieces and tools, writing reports, making proposals 
for new sites in the area and presenting proposals to 
national and international donors.
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Building projects are available in the following destinations:

“It was hard work, but the people I worked with and the sense 
of achievement you gained from seeing the walls slowly rise up, 
made you forget about that. The majority of the time I would 
go home tired but buzzing because I knew I had done a good 
job and worked hard. Being part of the building project was like 
being a member of a family - everyone mucked in and supported 
each other.”

Laura Briggs / Building in South Africa
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